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Two-thirds of the population of the world are poor, and their number is growing in the first as well as in the third world, despite billions of dollars of aid. The economic development policies of the last two decades, and the theory which gave rise to them, have been discredited. The rich are disillusioned, apprehensive or uninterested, while the poor are embittered and without hope, the victims and agents of ignorance, instability and environmental degradation. The need for radical rethinking is urgent: this book makes an important contribution towards that end.
John Friedmann argues that poverty should be seen not merely in material terms, but as social, political and psychological powerlessness. He presents the case for an alternative development committed to empowering the poor in their own communities, and to mobilizing them for political participation on a wider scale. In contrast to centralized development policies devised and implemented at the national and international level, alternative development restores the initiative to those in need, on the grounds that unless people have an active role in directing their own destinies long-term progress will not be achieved.
The author takes the household as the strategic starting-point -stressing its moral, political and economic potential -as a source of continuity and as a location for production. From this basis he propounds a politics of emancipation that would enable the disempowered poor to assert their rights.
Empowerment provides a morally-informed theoretical framework for a development policy that meets the needs of its recipients rather than of its makers.
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Editorial Review
Review "This book is probably the most important contribution to the field of alternative development in the last ten years or so." Ignacy Sachs, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris "As an introduction into 'Alternative' development discourse, Friedman's work is definitely a valuable and timely addition." Community Development Journal "Friedmann's treatment of the subject of development here is highly innovative and should prove of interest to a broad range of planners, geographers, and others concerned with advancing an interdisciplinary perspective of development." Antipode "Interesting for any practitioner concerned with problems in the developing world, problems of local economy, and planning issues in the community." Journal Systems Practice "A worthy attempt to provide an alternative model to mainstream approaches to development. It is written in an accessible style, well punctuated with apt and interesting practical examples of alternative organisation." Capital and Class "Friedmann's work is a significant addition to the literature. It should be invaluable as a textbook for courses on development across disciplines." Development and Change
From the Back Cover Two-thirds of the population of the world are poor, and their number is growing in the first as well as in the third world, despite billions of dollars of aid. The economic development policies of the last two decades, and the theory which gave rise to them, have been discredited. The rich are disillusioned, apprehensive or uninterested, while the poor are embittered and without hope, the victims and agents of ignorance, instability and environmental degradation. The need for radical rethinking is urgent: this book makes an important contribution towards that end.
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Garland Thorpe:
Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Empowerment: The Politics of Alternative Development will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?
Jennifer Barton:
Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Empowerment: The Politics of Alternative Development, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.
William White:
The reason why? Because this Empowerment: The Politics of Alternative Development is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
Robert Wolfe:
Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Empowerment: The Politics of Alternative Development, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
